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Abstract

The rapid advancements in artificial intelligence (AI) have begun chal-
lenging the traditional boundaries of religious authority, historically 
upheld by scholars and clerics. This study examines IslamGPT, an AI plat-
form designed to provide answers on Islamic teachings, and explores its 
ethical implications within the context of religious authority. While AI, 
like IslamGPT, offers convenience in accessing religious knowledge, it 
raises concerns about accuracy, credibility, and the potential erosion of 
established religious guidance. This article analyzes the ethical dimen-
sions of utilizing AI for religious purposes, emphasizing the need for 
guidelines to navigate this emerging landscape. The study finds that reli-
ance on AI for religious advice may blur the lines of legitimate authority, 
highlighting the necessity of direct verification with religious experts to 
maintain doctrinal integrity. The paper concludes that while AI can sup-
port religious education, its use in delivering authoritative religious deci-
sions must be approached with caution, incorporating human oversight 
to preserve the sanctity of religious teachings.
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Introduction
The emergence of artificial intelligence (AI) technology simultaneously creates a 

significant revolution in human life (Harari, 2017), including in religious life. AI not 
only makes work more convenient in many fields, such as automating tasks, analyzing 
data for diagnosis, designing a work plan, improving decision-making, and many others 
(Ransbotham et al., 2021; Amedior, 2023). In Kyoto, Japan, an old Kodai-ji temple has 
stood for over 400 years and has an AI priest in the form of a robot named Mindar. 
The robot is made to resemble a Buddhist goddess known as the goddess of mercy. Like 
priests, the robot can give spiritual advice, answer religious questions, and perform reli-
gious rituals (Jackson & Yam, 2023). In Christianity, AI has been taken seriously. Indeed, 
the church has shown an open but cautious attitude towards AI and has also been active 
in formulating ethical guidelines for AI (Pugeda, 2021). In Indonesia, there is a debate 
about AI-producing fatwas. Nahdlatul Ulama, Indonesia's most prominent Islamic 
organization, forbids asking AI for fatwas (Prabowo & Mantalean, 2023). However, in 
Middle Eastern countries, the development of AI is very rapid. Countries such as Saudi 
Arabia, Qatar, and the United Arab Emirates are investing heavily in technology; even 
the United Arab Emirates is developing a Virtual Mufti for religious purposes (Masrur, 
2019). In short, it has become a transformative force in human life. However, it raises 
significant new problems, namely ethical issues (Boddington, 2017). 
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As AI technology is integrated into religious contexts, researchers have extensively 
studied the role of AI in the dissemination of religious knowledge (Andriansyah, 2023; 
Popova, 2024), religious learning (Sarinda et al., 2023), radical ideology (Khoirunisa et 
al., 2023), religious authority (Abror et al., 2024; Cheong, 2021b), and the legitimacy 
of Islamic fatwas (Hakim & Azizi, 2023). However, they have not discussed it from 
an ethical perspective; instead, the moral view is only a suggestion from the research. 
Khoirunisa et al. (2023) discuss that AI can help religious authorities meet the needs 
of Muslims but also poses threats such as misuse to encourage apostasy or radicaliza-
tion. They suggest that ethical and moral principles should guide the development and 
implementation of AI in Islam. Likewise, Abror et al. (2024) suggested that Muslim 
communities and religious leaders should be critical when interacting with AI. The last 
two studies did not focus on examining the subject from an ethical perspective. Fur-
thermore, Elmahjub (2023) recommended that countries in the Islamic World need 
to ensure that their development and implementation of AI technologies consider and 
respect local values and religious beliefs; Tsuria and Tsuria (2024) discussed AI in three 
religious traditions: Judaism, Islam, and Christianity, but their analysis was still general. 
Therefore, this paper aims to analyze the ethical implications of AI technology in the 
practice of Islamic teachings.

Of the many research studies, AI analysis is more focused on AI engines in gene-
ral, such as ChatGPT, Gemini, and others. However, many AI engines focus on one 
particular topic and religion, such as IslamGPT, which has different algorithms. For 
this reason, research on IslamGPT will undoubtedly be more crucial. Based on the 
contemporary social phenomena in this era of rapid technological advancement, 
questions about the boundaries of religion and the implications of artificial intelli-
gence (AI) are becoming increasingly relevant. The emergence of IslamGPT, which 
can specifically answer religious questions, challenges established religious authori-
ties. Machines like IslamGPT become a new alternative authority that can answer 
religious questions. For this reason, this paper attempts to answer how artificial 
intelligence, with its growing capabilities and potential, debates the concept of 
authority and religious ethics; how should Islam respond to the development of arti-
ficial intelligence that is beginning to take a role in providing religious guidance, 
and to what extent can AI such as IslamGPT be relied upon in providing fatwas or 
legitimate religious views?

This paper discusses the use of AI from an ethical perspective to consider the 
ethical values underlying religious practices and the potential impact of using AI 
technologies in religious contexts. It emphasizes the importance of dialogue between 
ethical thinkers, theologians, religious practitioners, and technologists in navigating 
the ethical implications of AI integration in religious life. The study's purpose is to 
explore how AI may influence people's perception of valid religious guidance and 
to understand the ethical and theological boundaries that may arise in using AI as a 
source of religious reference.
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Literature Review
The term "artificial intelligence" was introduced in 1956 by an American scientist, 

John McCarthy (Wooldridge, 2023). Over time, artificial intelligence (AI) has been 
defined as the ability of a system to interpret external data, learn from that data, and 
use that knowledge to achieve specific goals through an adaptive process (Haenlein & 
Kaplan, 2019). At the beginning of the 2000 millennium, AI overgrew was driven by 
advances in computer technology that enabled the use of enormous computing power, 
the collection of extensive data called big data, and advances in data analysis that 
included descriptive, predictive, and even prescriptive (Kaynak, 2021). Chat-GPT from 
OpenAI, released in 2022 for the public, makes AI increasingly in demand by the public. 
AI technologies such as natural language processing and machine learning algorithms 
can be leveraged to analyze large amounts of data on religious texts, beliefs, and prac-
tices. It can identify patterns, trends, and relationships in religious data that were pre-
viously difficult to discover using conventional methods.

As is well known, classical Islamic texts are dominated by Arabic sources, which 
poses challenges, in contrast to English-language Latin texts, whose modeling has 
developed rapidly (Alharbi et al., 2021). Moreover, AI assumes that it can assist in 
understanding religious texts and Islamic teachings. However, analyzing large-scale 
religious text corpora through the application of natural language processing and 
machine learning algorithms represents a significant advance in the study of reli-
gious texts (Adel et al., 2022; Iordan et al., 2022). For example, in hadith by building 
language models such as Word2Vec or BERT, it is possible to create vector representa-
tions for words in the hadith traditions of the Prophet Muhammad. Thus, it can help in 
extracting meanings and relationships between words in religious contexts.

Religious digital applications provide online religious services powered by AI. 
They enable apps and platforms that use artificial intelligence technology to deliver 
religious content, facilitate virtual religious gatherings, offer personalized religious 
guidance, provide automated responses to religious queries, and more. Religious appli-
cations utilize machine learning algorithms and a Neuro-Linguistic Program (NLP) to 
provide many features and functionalities to increase participation and engagement 
in religious activities (Alkhouri, 2024). Some platforms have even provided online 
religious knowledge powered by AI technology. Therefore, they suppose relying on 
humans for decision-making is unnecessary and are more receptive to AI-based re-
commendations (Karataş & Cutright, 2023).

Moreover, the relationship between new media and religious authority shows 
similarities with the AI revolution projected today. Initially, the internet was character-
ized by polemics that disturbed religious authority. The democratization of informa-
tion in new media is associated with the belief that anyone can claim religious authority 
(Turner, 2007). AI experiences it as a new technology that continues to develop. So, 
the problem of religious authority reappears with different causal actors. The problem 
arises when AI robot priests are created that can provide religious instruction. Not 
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only in Japan in recent years, a robot monk was also developed at Longquan Monas-
tery on the outskirts of Beijing (Sherwood, 2016). Although religion and science are 
often perceived as opposites in secular terms, many religious leaders and communities 
strategically build and manage the latest technological innovations to advance moral 
and technological growth in tandem (Cheong, 2020a). 

Traditional religious authorities see the advancement of AI technologies as an 
opportunity to support and strengthen their spiritual authority. They use AI technolo-
gies to increase the effectiveness and reach of their religious messages and demon-
strate that the existence and use of AI align with their religious values. In this way, 
they believe that the development and improvement of AI is an essential aspect of 
religious duties, and such technologies should be directed toward humanity's spiritual 
and moral benefit (Cheong, 2020a). Therefore, religious actors can contribute signifi-
cantly to understanding and directing the development of AI. Their experience can 
help build strong partnerships between themselves and others involved in AI develop-
ment (Trotta et al., 2024).

The emergence of AI systems that can defeat human intelligence raises debates in 
the religious world. In addition to providing significant benefits to religious practice, 
AI can also have adverse consequences. When AIs are publicly accessible and provide 
fatwas on religion, trust in AIs increases in society because they are considered objec-
tive. Traditional authority, in this case, the role of religious leaders, is slowly eroded. 
Instantaneous urban society may, in the future, ask AI when there are spiritual pro-
blems. However, artificial intelligence technology must be used without disturbing 
religious principles. Therefore, it must consider ethical, moral, and religious aspects 
in integrating AI in a religious context.

Method
The research focuses on the IslamGPT, which can provide users with religious 

insight or other Islamic teaching references. IslamGPT is a web-based AI tool deve-
loped to answer questions about Islamic law and other Islam-related disciplines 
(IslamGPT, n.d). Because this AI-powered IslamGPT can analyze and answer ques-
tions about religious issues based on religious texts, this instant convenience can 
shift authoritative legitimacy to those who do not have a human intermediary with 
religious knowledge. This phenomenon challenges conventional religious authority 
beyond the limited access to religious knowledge. It is critical because this shift not 
only creates political conflicts of religious authority but also ethically can reduce reli-
gious understanding and shallow interpretations, which ultimately trigger religious 
behavior contrary to these religious values.

The study examines IslamGPT using a descriptive-analytical method to discuss 
the topic of knowledge authority sourced from IslamGPT (beta) powered by AI. 
Therefore, this method can thoroughly examine the literature and analyze relevant 
findings to identify the topic. Combining descriptive aspects allows the data to be 
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analyzed and summarized analytically, then interpreted and critically assessed (Bloor 
& Wood, 2016). Descriptive-analytical analysis based on a literature review involves 
systematic identification and selection of relevant sources, followed by a thorough 
examination to describe the core ideas and findings presented in each source (Ave-
yard, 2014). Through this approach, the study can thus provide an informed overview 
of the subject matter, revealing insights based on an ethical perspective (Jesson et al., 
2011). In addition, this method can help formulate theories, identify research gaps, 
and propose directions for future studies (Creswell, 2018).

Result and Discussion
IslamGPT: Providing and Assisting in More Accessible Religious Knowledge the 
Problem of Islamic Authority

IslamGPT is powered by a sophisticated AI tool developed by OpenAI that can 
respond to various data. The disclaimer of this AI tool's site owner and developer states 
that they are not responsible for any consequences arising from using the information 
provided and advises users to assess and interpret the responses provided wisely before 
making any decisions or taking any action. This statement aligns with the site owner's 
and developer's goal, namely to improve and perfect the AI response, which is beta ver-
sions. The developer warns on the site that while efforts have been made to provide 
accurate and reliable information, any responses generated by the tool should not be 
taken as absolute truth or definitive fact. The responses are based on training the model 
on various data, including shared knowledge and information available up to September 
2021 (IslamGPT, n.d.). However, apart from that, this AI tool can quickly assist users in 
finding information and references about Islamic teachings.

Furthermore, IslamGPT can answer questions about Islam by providing interpre-
tation sources from the Quran based on AI's understanding. For every question about 
fatwa or law, this tool states that its answer refers to Islamic religious texts such as the 
Quran and hadith.

Figure 1. IslamGPT's Answer to What Is Islam

Source: Islamgpt.info (March 28, 2024)
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As stated in Figure 1, the IslamGPT defines Islam normatively by referring to only 
one verse in the Qur'an: 

Indeed, the religion in the sight of Allah is Islam. And those who were given the 
Scripture did not differ except after knowledge had come to them - out of jealous 
animosity between themselves. And whoever disbelieves in the verses of Allah, 
then indeed, Allah is swift in [taking] account (QS. Ali Imran [3]: 19).

Figure 2. IslamGPT Answers about Understanding Fasting

Source: Islamgpt.info (March 28, 2024)

Likewise, with other Islamic religious questions. In Figure 2, for example, when the 
author asks about fasting, this tool answers in detail and quotes surah al-Baqarah [2] 
verses 183-185; but in every answer, this tool always emphasizes confirming the answer 
again and consulting with religious experts. 
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Figure 3. IslamGPT Answers about Mosque Speaker

 

Source: Islamgpt.info (March 28, 2024).

When asked for a fatwa on the use of mosque speakers (Figure 3), the tool pro-
vided a detailed answer on the use of mosque speakers from an Islamic perspective. 
The tool can analyze and answer the question by considering several social impacts 
and religious texts. However, in the development of AI that can accessed in general to 
date, there are three findings: AI has difficulty representing complex religious issues, 
AI emphasizes diversity of opinion, and AI encourages readers to engage with sensi-
tivities related to religious issues (Tsuria & Tsuria, 2024).

Nevertheless, the website's creators also advise that for issues related to Islam, it is 
advisable to seek guidance and consultation from Islamic scholars or trusted sources 
within the Islamic community. They are more likely to have the knowledge and exper-
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tise needed to provide comprehensive and accurate information about Islamic teach-
ings, beliefs, and practices. The website owner and developer of this AI tool affirm 
that they are not liable for any consequences that may arise from using the informa-
tion provided by this tool. Users are urged to use their judgment when interpreting 
and applying the responses generated by this tool. It is also emphasized that they 
should verify and cross-check the information obtained through this tool with reli-
able sources before deciding based on such information. Also, site owners and deve-
lopers may analyze conversations made through these AI tools to improve and refine 
AI responses. However, users should note that their privacy will be safeguarded, and 
no personal information will be stored or shared. Therefore, users are expected not  
to disclose personal or sensitive information when using this AI tool (IslamGPT,  
n.d).

Artificial Intelligence and the Ethical Problem of Religious Authority

Ethics are humans' moral principles, which direct life in every decision they 
make. It is the inner regulator of right and wrong that all people share (Mitov, 2021). 
According to utilitarian ethics, an action or policy can be considered ethical even if it 
violates individual rights as long as the outcome is positive. It also states that it is dif-
ficult to accurately measure the gains and losses of an action or policy, and it is difficult 
to determine winners and losers in a given situation. In addition, utilitarian ethics faces 
difficulties in achieving an optimal goal that serves the greatest good and the most sig-
nificant number of people simultaneously because sometimes the good for one group 
may conflict with the good for another group (McGee, 2024). Therefore, assuming that 
AI violates religious ethics will harm science and technology developers. On the other 
hand, if we assume that AI does not conflict with ethics and is free to use, it will affect 
religious authorities.

Research institutes and government organizations have created regulations and 
guidelines on how artificial intelligence (AI) should be used ethically. While everyone 
agrees that AI should be used ethically, there is still debate about what constitutes 
"ethical AI" and what needs to be done to make it happen. To determine if everyone 
agrees, researchers have examined and analyzed all the existing rules and guidelines 
on ethical AI. The results show some global agreement on five fundamental ethical 
principles that AI should adhere to. They are transparency, fairness, causing no harm, 
responsibility, and privacy (Jobin et al., 2019).

The development of a website like IslamGPT powered by artificial intelligence (AI) 
to answer questions about Islam raises several ethical considerations. It is especially so 
given its influence on religious authority and social impact. First of all, concerns are 
related to the accuracy and authority of the knowledge delivered by AI. In a religious 
context, the veracity and authority of teachings are paramount. A site like this must 
ensure that the answers provided by the AI are not only factually correct but also under 
the authentic teachings of Islam. 
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Inaccuracies or misinterpretations can undermine a person's religious under-
standing and practice, affecting their spiritual beliefs and identity. In addition, there 
are concerns about the role of humans in the validation and oversight of information 
delivered by AI. Site developers should ensure that there are rigorous monitoring pro-
cesses and mechanisms in place to correct or amend incorrect information. Human 
involvement in verifying answers provided by AI is essential to maintain the integrity 
and authority of religious knowledge. Another aspect to consider is the diversity in 
religious interpretation. Islam has a variety of schools and views, and there are often 
differences of opinion among religious scholars (ulama).

Sites like IslamGPT should encompass this diversity in the answers provided 
without favoring one school. It requires care in curating resources and training AIs 
to understand and respond to multiple perspectives. Furthermore, consideration 
needs to be given to the social impact of using this site. While it can be a source of 
knowledge for individuals seeking an understanding of Islam, it can also influence 
how society views religion. It is also essential to avoid conveying information that 
could trigger conflict or tension between groups. In developing and operating a site 
like IslamGPT, developers and operators should prioritize ethical principles, including 
truthfulness, inclusiveness, accuracy, and accountability. Only by paying careful atten-
tion to these aspects can the site become a helpful tool in facilitating understanding 
and dialogue between individuals with information needs about Islam without com-
promising religious integrity and authority.

In using artificial intelligence to explore questions and issues in any field of study, 
it is best to use more than one chatbot, as it provides a broader, richer, and more com-
plete perspective than can be gained by using a single artificial intelligence tool alone. 
Additionally, if the goal is to seek the truth rather than seek support for pre-existing 
ideas, then it is essential to use a chatbot that does not censor content. Because cen-
sorship is inherently anti-intellectual, any solution reached using a chatbot that cen-
sors content will likely be suboptimal.

The ethical response of Islamic authorities towards using AI as a religious refer-
ence has been mixed. On the one hand, many scholars and prominent Islamic organi-
zations, such as Nahdlatul Ulama in Indonesia, have expressed strong opposition to 
using AI for fatwa issuance, citing concerns over the erosion of traditional religious 
authority and the risk of misinterpretation (Prabowo & Mantalean, 2023). They argue 
that AI cannot grasp the nuanced meanings of complex religious texts and the his-
torical and social contexts that underlie them. Additionally, AI tends to provide literal 
answers, often disregarding the diversity of interpretations among Islamic schools of 
thought, potentially leading to misguided decisions (Abror et al., 2024).

Conversely, some religious authorities recognize the potential benefits of AI in sup-
porting religious education and research, provided it is used with strict oversight from 
qualified scholars (Elmahjub, 2023). They believe that AI can provide broader access 
to religious literature, aid in reference searches, and expedite the analysis of religious 
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texts. However, they emphasize that AI should only play a supportive role and not 
replace direct consultation with religious experts who possess a deeper understanding of 
Islamic values and teachings (Cheong, 2021). Ethical guidelines are necessary to ensure 
the integrity and authority of religious knowledge while leveraging AI technology 
responsibly.

IslamGPT powered by AI can analyze and respond to questions on religious issues 
based on religious texts. Of course, this offers convenience for people who want instant 
answers without going through human intermediaries. A shift in traditional authority 
occurs, where there is a more accessible and more practical medium for religious 
consultation. With AI, the boundaries of access to religious knowledge become freer, 
which also challenges conventional religious authority. Weizenbaum (1976) argued that 
human-machine interaction in religion could blur the distinction between mechanical 
answers and human experience-based authority. It is a dilemma that needs further con-
sideration. The long-term impact of AI on religious life involves changes in perceptions 
of authority and sources of religious law. If AI is increasingly perceived as credible, there 
may be a shift from religious humans to digital authority regarding religious fatwas 
and guidance. It could have an impact on the way people understand ethical values, 
morality, and religious law.

Conclusion
The application of artificial intelligence (AI) in the Islamic world has provided 

many significant benefits. AI has facilitated religious research and study in unpre-
cedented ways. With advanced natural language processing algorithms, AI can per-
form in-depth text analysis on religious textual sources such as the Qur’an, hadith, and 
other Islamic literature, allowing scholars to explore and understand more profound 
aspects of Islamic teachings. AI has also supported the creation of innovative Islamic 
educational apps and platforms, giving Muslims wider access to religious knowledge. 
However, developing engines such as IslamGPT to answer questions about Islam pre-
sents complex ethical considerations. The site should adhere to ethical principles to 
safeguard the integrity and authority of Islamic knowledge. These include accuracy 
of information, human involvement in verification and oversight, recognition of the 
diversity of religious interpretations, promotion of inclusive understanding, and avoid-
ance of misrepresentation. Following these principles, IslamGPT can be a reliable 
source of Islamic knowledge while preserving religious integrity. However, such a site 
should not be the sole reference for religious practice. It needs further confirmation 
and verification with Islamic authorities (ulama), as stated by its developers. Com-
puters, although only running algorithms, can gain users' trust due to their speed and 
accuracy, potentially blurring the line between human and mechanical authority. the 
ethical use of AI in religious matters is debatable. But beyond that, technological deve-
lopment is inevitable. Adapting AI ethically is still a work in progress.

This study is limited to discussing the use of Islamic GPT in a specific religious 
context, thus not discussing the diverse views of Islam on the use of AI in a specific 

https://doi.org/10.35719/aladalah.v27i1.477


Does Artificial Intelligence Go beyond the Limits of Religious Authority? An Ethical Review on IslamGPT

81Al'Adalah: Journal of Islamic Studies, Vol.  27, No. 1 (2024): 71-84
https://doi.org/10.35719/aladalah.v27i1.477

religious context. This study relies mainly on descriptive-analytical methods, thus lim-
iting its ability to validate claims about the impact of AI on religious authority contex-
tually. Therefore, future research should involve empirical studies, such as surveys or 
interviews with religious scholars, to assess AI's acceptance and perceived reliability in 
providing religious guidance. Comparative analysis of various AI-based religious tools 
and an interdisciplinary approach involving ethics, theology, and technology could yield 
a more comprehensive understanding. Longitudinal studies are also recommended to 
examine the long-term effects of AI on public perceptions of religious authority, thus 
addressing the gaps and enhancing the discourse on ethical AI implementation in reli-
gious practices.
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